Cisternal segment of the normal abducent nerve: MR imaging with 3D fast asymmetric spin echo sequence.
The aim of this study was to reveal the techniques and findings of the 3D fast asymmetric spin echo (3D FASE) sequence for imaging the cisternal segment of the normal abducent nerve. Ten healthy volunteers were examined using the 3D FASE sequence, and oblique coronal and oblique sagittal images were reconstructed according to the specific course of the abducent nerve. The abducent nerve was identified with certainty and displayed on the oblique coronal and oblique sagittal reconstructed images in 80% of cases using Dorello's canal as landmark. The bilateral nerve of one case and unilateral nerve of two cases could not be identified and displayed. The mean diameter of the cisternal segment was 1.39 mm on 3D FASE image. The 3D FASE sequence can be used to image the cisternal segment of the abducent nerve with Dorello's canal as a landmark.